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O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! He is worthy!   
 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to the 
Most High. It is good to proclaim His unfailing love in the morning and His 
faithfulness in the evening. I am standing in awe as I reflect on all the Lord has 
done through EWES Ministries since its birth in August 2005. I sing for joy as 
we celebrate six years of His faithfulness. 
 

Isaiah prophesied that Christ Jesus would feed his flock like a shepherd. He 
would carry the lambs in his arms, holding them close to his heart. He would 
gently lead the mother sheep with their young. (Isaiah 40:11)  This prophecy 
was fulfilled and our Lord and Savior passed the mantle on to Simon Peter. 
But it didn’t stop there, because many since then have answered the call to “…
feed My lambs…take care of My sheep…feed My sheep…” (John 21: 15-18). 
 

I count it a blessing to have been invited by God to carry that same mantle to 
take care of His ewes through comfort, instruction, and guidance that they 
may know Him and begin to experience an intimate relationship with Him. 
Since its inception, and in partnership with other ministries (New Life Provi-
dence Church, Life Enrichment Center, Good News Jail & Prison Ministry, 
Hampton Roads Regional Taskforce on Kinship Care, Free Women in Christ, 
Seton Youth Shelter, Freedom House, Alpha Lighthouse Project, and Kairos 
Outside of Virginia) women served in the Inside/Out, GAP/RAP, and Sister’s 
Keeper Ministries have been equipped for excellent service. I want to thank the 
board members, the volunteers, family and friends for coming along side of me 
on this journey. A special thanks to my pastors, Dan Backens and Kevin 
Turpin, who have supported this ministry and provided the spiritual covering 
and guidance that I needed to lead. “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because 
the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted. He has sent me 
to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and freedom 
to prisoners” (Isaiah 61:1). As a result, EWES will continue to make available 
the necessary support and encouragement to women in ministry, women in 
correctional centers, and women in the community.  
 

So come on and praise the Lord with me and shout Hallelujah now!  We know 
God will continue to supply all our need according to His riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:19)  He is the same yesterday, and today, and for-
ever (Hebrews 13:8) - Omniscient (all powerful), Omnipresent (present every-
where), and Omnipotent (all powerful)!  
 

    More love, peace, joy, and grace to you, 
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Founder & Director 
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EWES Ministries 
 

Equipping Women for Excellent Service 
 
 

EWES Board of Directors: 

Sandra Christmas, Director 

Sheliah Smith 

Bonnie Kyle 

Marilyn Waters 

Shelhea Owens 
 
 

Write:  
EWES Ministries, Inc. 

PO Box 7266 
Portsmouth, VA  23707-0266 

 
ewesministries@yahoo.com 

 
Visit:   

Life Enrichment Center of  Norfolk          
(by appointment) 
230 W. Bute St. 

Norfolk, VA  23510 
 

Call:  757-373-4140 
 

Website:  www.ewesministries.org 
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INSIDE/OUT MINISTRY 

 
Weekly, EWES visited the  
Virginia Beach Correctional 
Center (VBCC) to share the 
Gospel, pray, disciple, and 
counsel female inmates in the 
Life Empowerment Program. 

 
· March – May 2011, EWES provided twelve 

weeks of Career Transition (job readiness) 
Training to another Freedom House Resident 
and she was successful in obtaining employ-
ment. 

   
· March 29 – 31, EWES received Offender  

Employment Specialist Training at the  
Norfolk Workforce Center in preparation  
of equipping others for gainful employment. 

 
· April 29, 2011, EWES attended and  

supported financially “The Hope Beyond  
the Walls” annual stewardship banquet.   

 
· December 2011, EWES will give 1500 cards 

and postage stamps to inmates and gifts to 
their children via Angel Tree. (Donations are 
welcome now through November.)  

         
With your help, EWES can prepare more 
women for reentry into the community.  
 
To serve “inside,” volunteer orientation sessions are held 
the second Monday of each month, except in June and 
December. The next orientation sessions are October 
10 and November 14 from 6:30 - 8:00 PM at the 
VBCC.    
 
Attend a Look Behind the Wall monthly tour and gain 
an understanding of what a chaplain experiences each 
day “behind the walls” of the VBCC. Tours will be held 
on October 8 and November 12 from 10:00 - 11:00 
AM. Call 757-385-8207 to sign up. 
 
To serve “outside,” job readiness facilitators and coaches 
are needed.   
 
Please call (757) 373-4140 for more information.   
 

 

GAP/RAP  
(Grandparents as Parents/Relatives as Parents) 

 

On Thursday, September 15, 2011, EWES, in partnership 
with A Kincare Connection, escorted 32 kinship providers 
and four youth to The GrandRally in Washington, DC.  
We were also honored to have the Honorable Charles B. 
Whitehurst, Sr., Vice Mayor of Portsmouth, travel with 
us.   

The GrandRally is a historic gathering of grandparents 
and other relative caregivers from across the country that 
brings attention to the needs of children and kinship care 
families.   

On that great day, kinship providers gathered at the U.S. 
Capitol to celebrate what they are doing for children.   
Several providers and children from kinship families 
shared testimonies of the resources and services received 
and needed.  

 Issues addressed at the GrandRally were Social Security, 
TANF, SNAP (Food Stamp Program), and the school 
lunch program.  The kinship providers also visited with a 
representative from Senator Warner’s and Senator Webb’s 
offices to educate them about the support and services  
kinship families need and how the issues addressed affect 
them.   

The GrandRally was sponsored by AARP, Child Welfare 
League of America, Children’s Defense Fund (CDF), 
Generations United (GU), GrandFamilies of America, and 
the National Committee of Grandparents for Children’s 
Rights (NCGCR). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

����������� �



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SISTER’S KEEPER MINISTRY 
…equipping, enriching, empowering, and  

releasing women in communities 
 

On May 14, 2011, EWES hosted a luncheon honoring 
the “Senior Sisters.” They were encouraged to continue 
to use their God-given gifts, talents, and abilities in their 
senior years. We, the Junior Sisters, were encouraged 
with words of wisdom from them in regards to finances, 
marriage, raising children, and living a victorious Chris-
tian life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

The GrandRally is 
held every three years 
in Washington, DC. 
These pictures are 

from the rally  
in September 2011. 

The EWES Board of Directors 
Left to right, seated: Marilyn Waters, Sheliah Smith;  
standing: Bonnie Kyle, Sandra Christmas, Director, 
Shelhea Owens 
 
 



 

 

 
Name  

 
Address   

 
Phone_____________________________      Email   

 
Amount $______ One Time_____   Quarterly_____  Semi-Annually _____ Annually _____ 
 

EWES Ministries, Inc., PO Box 7266, Portsmouth, VA  23707-0266  
Contributions are tax-deductible. Thank you for helping EWES to equip women for Him. 

 
 

                                       

Your Contributions Can Help! 
We thank God for you and your generous offerings of love, prayer, time, and finances. Your continued support will help us 
to persevere with the mission of Equipping Women for Excellent Service. You are being prayed for with deep affection be-
cause of the wonderful grace of God that you have shown.  He loves a cheerful giver and will generously provide all you need.   
 

If you would like to volunteer with planning events, food preparation, registration, worship, and/or sharing a word of testi-
mony, please call (757) 373-4140.  
 

EWES Ministries is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and all gifts, mileage, and monetary donations are tax deductible.   
Donations may be made via check or money order by mail or during an event. You may also contribute through the United 
Way:  Combined Federal Campaign  #71217 and Combined Charities Campaign #1313. 

Monthly Dial ’n’ Pray  
Join EWES the first Saturday of each month 
at 6:00 – 7:00 AM  via conference call.  Dial  
1-712-432-0180; the access code is 987203.  
 

“I’ve Got a Testimony” Breakfast  
Our next breakfast will be September 24, 
2011. Plan to attend! You will be inspired 
and encouraged by the word in worship, the 
word in dance, and powerful testimonies 
from sisters in the Kingdom on the topic:   
“Marriage: What God Has Joined Together”  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark these events on your calendar and visit  
www.ewesministries.org for further details. 
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Christmas Outreach 

Reminder: Postage stamps and Christmas 
cards are needed for the inmates at the 
Virginia Beach Correctional Center. 
 
Financial contributions are needed to  
purchase gifts for children of incarcerated 
parents and those in the GAP/RAP  
families. 


